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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 09155 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EGEN, EAID, ML 
SUBJECT: BRANDT COMMISSION 

REF: (A) BAMAKO 2143, (B) STATE 095155 

1 . ACCORDING ABRAMOVIC, DIRECTOR SECRETARIAT OF BRANDT 
COMMISSION, THE MEETING IN MALI HAD THREE MAIN ITEMS ON 
ITS AGENDA: COMMODITIES, LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES AND 
BASIC NEEDS. LITTLE CONCRETE IN TERMS OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR THE FINAL REPORT RESULTED FROM THIS MEETING INASMUCH 
AS THE COMMISSION DECIDED NOT TO REVIEW THE COMMODITIES 
ISSUES SO LONG AS THE COMMON FUND AND IPC DISCUSSIONS 
WERE UNDERWAY IN UNCTAD, RESCHEDULING DISCUSSION OF THIS 
TOPIC FOR FEBRUARY 1979 IN THE MIDDLE EAST. IN RELATION 

TO THE LEAST DEVELOPED PROBLEMS, THE COMMISSION DECIDED 
TO ESTABLISH A SUB GROUP TO CONTINUE TO LOOK INTO THE 
PROBLEM. WHILE NOT SPECIFICALLY STATED BY AVRAMOVIC, THE 
DISCUSSION CONCERNING BASIC HUMAN NEEDS APPROACH TO DE- 
VELOPMENT WAS NOT ENTHUSIASTICALLY ENDORSED, BUT VIEWED 
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SOMEWHAT SUSPICIOUSLY AS AN EFFORT NOT TO COPE WITH OTHER 
MAJOR APPROACHES AS MARKET ACCESS, COMMODITY POLICIES, 

ETC. 

2. THE NEXT SESSION OF THE COMMISSION, SCHEDULED FOR LATE 
AUGUST 1978 ON THE EASTERN SHORE, MARYLAND, WILL DISCUSS 
THE FOLLOWING TOPICS: DEBT, INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION AND 
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THE BRAIN DRAIN (INCLUDING A SCHEME FOR A COMPENSATORY 
FUND), MUTUAL INTERESTS (READ INTERDEPENDENCE) AND FOOD, 
AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT. SCHEDULED FOR DIS- 
CUSSION IN NOVEMBER IN ASIA ARE THE FOLLOWING: ACCESS TO 
MARKETS, ECDC, EXHAUSTIBLE RESOURCES, TRANSFER OF TECH- 
NOLOGY, AND TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS. THE FEBRUARY 
1979 MEETING IN THE MIDDLE EAST (MOST LIKELY SAUDI ARABIA) 
WILL COVER INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL AND MONETARY SYSTEM 
AND INSTITUTIONS, COMMODITIES (RESUMED), ARMAMENTS AND 
DEVELOPMENT, AUTOMATIC RESOURCES FOR DEVELOPMENT, AND 
PROSPECTS FOR THE 1980S. THE MAY 1979 MEETING IN LATIN 
AMERICA WILL COVER INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL AND MONETARY 
SYSTEMS AND INSTITUTIONS (RESUMED), DEBT (RESUMED), 
INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATING MACHINERY, AND WOMEN IN DEVE- 
LOPMENT. THE FINAL SESSION IN VIENNA IN JUNE 1979 
WILL BE DEDICATED TO DRAFTING THE FINAL REPORT. 

3. COMMENT: ACCORDING TO AVRAMOVIC, IT IS TOO EARLY TO 
GLEAN ANY TREND IN THE OUTCOME OF THE DISCUSSIONS SO FAR. 
HE INDICATED THAT THE COMMISSIONERS HAVE A PREDILECTION 
FOR A SHORT REPORT OF CONCLUSIONS ONLY, LEAVING DETAILED 
DISCUSSION OF HOW IT ARRIVED AT SUCH CONCLUSIONS TO 
LONGER ANNEXES, PRESUMABLY TO BE DRAFTED BY THE SECRE- 
TARIAT. IF AVRAMOVIC'S PERSONAL APPROACH COMES TO BE 
REFLECTED IN THE REPORT, THE OUTCOME OF THE DISCUSSIONS 
ON EACH OF THE TOPIC AREAS LISTED ABOVE WILL BE INTER 
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TWINED IN ONE LONG RECOMMENDATION WHICH WILL ATTEMPT TO 
DEMONSTRATE THE "GAINS AND LOSSES" FOR DEVELOPED AND 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FROM AN OVERALL COMPREHENSIVE 
APPROACH TO DEVELOPMENT. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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